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Read books together and talk about the order of story events. Understanding sequencing helps 
children retell stories. Children begin to understand that stories follow a pattern that include a 
beginning, middle, and an end. When you read:

• Pause in between each event to make sure they understand what has happened.

• Ask your child, “What happened first in the story, next, and last?”

• If your child doesn’t know the answer, look back in the story to find the answer.

Sequencing

You can also use everyday chores to help a child understand sequencing. Feeding the cat,  
washing your hands, and tying your shoes are all daily activities which require an understanding 
of completing the task in the right order. Help your child put the pictures below in order.

Count on Cocoa
Count, Color, and Write.

FOLLOW US!
Keep up with what’s happening with  
your Ferst Readers chapter. You can  
find us on Facebook and Instagram:

Let us hear from you! 

Email us at:

MuscogeeCounty@FerstReaders.org
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I Stink! 
 Author/Illustrator: Kate and Jim McMullan 
 Peachtree Publishers 

First Read (events): Look at the cover, read the title, and say,  

“I wonder what is making the truck so stinky. Let’s read and find 

out.” As you read, stop at the words in the vocabulary list and give 

the kid-friendly meaning. When reading the story, remember this  

is a strong and tough garbage truck, so use a strong voice and  

emphasize the words in big, bold print. Ask the first read question  

in the “Ask Questions” section. 

Second Read (emotions): Before reading, say, “I wonder what is 

making the garbage truck smile. Let’s read and find out.” As you 

read, talk about the different faces the garbage truck makes.  

Discuss why he is making those different faces as he collects the  

garbage and how proud he is to be a garbage truck. Ask the second 

read question. 

Third Read (retell): Before reading, say, “Remember the story about 

the garbage truck? It is your turn to tell me the story.” Have your 

child retell the story using a combination of their own words and the 

story words. Ask the third read question.  

 

Vocabulary 
 

As you describe the scenes in  
the book consider using more 
complex vocabulary such as: 

 

curb - edge of street 

compacted - packed 
firmly 

rotten - decayed 

yams - sweet potatoes 

barge - flat top boat 

reverse - go  
backwards 

Repeat the Book: Multiple readings boost vocabulary learning. 

Make the story interactive. Have your child move their eyes like headlights, open up their 

mouth like the trash truck tailgate, and help make the ROAR sound, as well as the BURRRP! 

Also practice the "reverse" gear and the "back-up rap": Beep! Beep! Hey! Outta my way 

(please)! 

Engage and Enjoy: Using these activities keeps your child’s interest in the story. 

After first read, ask, “What is making the truck so stinky?”   

After second read, ask, “Why does the truck make different faces?”   

After third read, ask, “Why were there so many trash bags?” 

Ask Questions: After talking about the book, ask questions to promote deeper thinking. 

On the next page, there are some additional activities which you can do with your child.   

Do More: Use other activities to help your child connect vocabulary to their world outside of the story. 

 



Read with your child every  day.
Read with your child every  day.

Ferst Readers has adopted and adapted the READ guide format courtesy of: 

See the 
R.E.A.D. 
video here 

Scan here for  
ferstreaders.org

Make your own “Stinky” Alphabet Soup
1. Find things in your own home similar to the items in the book. 

2. You may not be able to find 26 different items - one for each letter of the  
alphabet - but collect as many as you can.

3. Put all the objects in a bag.

4. Have your child reach in and pull out one object.  

5. Together, name the item and repeat the beginning sound. Example: “Pen (P)”        

6. Take it another step and hide the items. You and your child can go looking for 
them. As you find the items, name the item and say the letter it begins with.

Color your own garbage truck.



Focus on The Basics™

The Basics™ are five fun, simple, and powerful 
ways to help infants and toddlers grow to be 
happy and smart. They are:

• Count, Group, & Compare

• Maximize Love, Manage Stress

• Explore Through Movement & Play

• Talk, Sing, & Point

• Read & Discuss Stories

Here’s a quick look at one of the Basics: Count, 
Group, & Compare.
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