
Teaching your child how to predict is an important pre-reading skill.  
Children who learn how to “think ahead” as they listen to a story 
will be equipped to use pictures or text around more challenging 
words when they become independent readers.
Before diving in and reading this month’s book, take a few  
moments to talk with your child about what he sees on the front 
cover. Do a picture walk through the book, talk about what you see 
on each page, and what your child already knows about the topic 
(making connections – last month’s focus skill). Then, as you read, 
see if your child can “predict” what will happen next! You can 
also choose random places to stop reading and ask what your child 
thinks will happen. By doing these simple steps, you are not only 
preparing your child to be a strong reader, but a problem solver  
as he grows up!

Thank you to Mercedes-Benz  
of Columbus

We appreciate their generous gift to 
Ferst Readers of Muscogee County!
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In the Wind  
 Author: Elizabeth Spurr; Illustrator: Manelle Oliphant 

 Peachtree Publishers 

 Introduce the story by pointing to the cover and saying, “The name of our book is In the Wind.  

I think the little girl might be going outside to fly her kite. Let’s read and find out.” 

Push in vocabulary by Pointing to pictures (P), Acting out the word (A), or Telling (T) what the 

word means. Repeat each time the word occurs in the story. Talk about how the characters think 

or feel. 

 Tie: Pretend to tie something. Point to the girl tying the tail on the kite. 

 Fly: Use your arms to pretend you are flying. Point to the kite flying in the book. 

 Swoops and loops: Use your hands to show swooping and looping motions.  

 Catches: Pretend to catch something in your hands. Point to the kite caught on the tree. 

 Yank: Pretend to pull something toward you. Point to little girl yanking on kite. 

 Climb: Pretend to climb a ladder. Point to the little girl in the tree. 

Point to the pictures while reading words such as sky, kite, string, etc. Use your voice to  
emphasize rhyming words such as sky/fly; swoops/loops, sun/fun, etc.  

On the next page, there are some additional activities which you can do with your child.   

Tune In: as a “knowledgeable guide” or “interested follower.” 

Introduce the Book: purpose for reading. 

Promote Language: ways to build vocabulary. 

Summarize: retell the events of the story.  

Engage in playful and loving interactions; get on the child’s level; establish 

eye contact; connect through touch, hugging, and cuddling; maintain a loving, joyful, engaging, 

and playful facial expression. Reread several times during the month.  

After you finish reading, say, “We just read about the little girl trying to fly her kite. Let’s 
look back and see what happened with the kite.” Go back through the book, ask and  
answer simple questions about the events and discuss the little girl’s feelings. Acknowledge any  
response you get from your child.  



 

 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

Ferst Readers has adopted and adapted the READ guide format courtesy of: 

See the 

R.E.A.D. 

video here 

 
.  

 What things can you find that can be blown by the wind?" When you see the wind 

moving objects, point them out to your child and see if she can do the same! 
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