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When your child is old enough to sit up in your lap and can grasp objects, you can start  
introducing the concept of writing. Most toddlers will become interested in coloring and writing 
by the time they are two years old. To adults, it may look like scribbles, but to your child, those 
scribbles mean a lot (just ask them)! Here are a few tips to help develop your child’s writing even 
before they are interested in it:

• Use chunky crayons or chalk because they are easy for toddlers to 
grasp.

• Have blank paper or a page with a simple shape on it to start. 

• To build strong finger muscles for writing, have your child play with toys 
like blocks or playdough. 

• Hold your child’s hand with a crayon while writing their name and say-
ing the letters as you go. 

Writing

Beginning Sounds
Connect each letter to the community help  

with the same beginning sound.

Nearly 10 months after the first release 
of the COVID-19 vaccine, people still have 
questions about why to get it, who should 
get it and where to get it. 

As of Sept. 3, the U.S. had recorded nearly 
40 million confirmed cases of COVID-19, with 
648,106 deaths. 

With low vaccination rates in Georgia and 
the recent surge in Delta variant infections, 
we wanted to bring you a brief look at the 
vaccine. Please see the back page for  
information we hope 
will answer some of 
your questions. Our 
sources were  
www.cdc.gov,  
www.dph.georgia.
gov, and www.covid19.
mcw.edu. 

Questions about the 
COVID-19 Vaccine?

www.ferstreaders.org    888.565.0177    info@ferstreaders.org

Parent Newsletter
Readers
Ferst 

Ferst Readers
P.O. Box 1327
Madison, GA 30650

NONPROFIT ORG 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT# 331 

MARIETTA, GA

Readers
Ferst PLEASE DO NOT BEND

Carrier—leave if no response

Are you moving? If so, please let us know by calling 888.565.0177 or email info@ferstreaders.org with your new address. The 
postal service WILL NOT forward the books even with a forward order on file as they do not forward bulk mail. You must let us 
know your new address in order to continue receiving the books. We are not responsible for undeliverable or lost books.



Tiger in My Soup 
 Author: Kashmira Sheth; Illustrator: Jeffrey Ebbeler 
 Peachtree Publishers 

 

First Read (events): Look at the cover, read the title, and say, “I 

wonder why this boy is fighting a tiger? Let’s read and find out.” 

As you read, talk with your child about what “being in charge” means. 

Talk about and point out things happening on each page. Ask the first 

read question in the “Ask Questions” section.  

Second Read (emotions): Look at the cover and say, “Remember this 

book and the little boy who wants his sister to read to him? I wonder 

if she decides to read to him? Let’s read and find out.” Discuss how 

the little boy feels. (He is bored and frustrated.) Talk about how the 

sister is not interested in the little boy until he makes a fuss with his 

imaginary play. Ask the second read question.  

Third Read (retell): Look at the cover and say, “Remember this book? 

It is your turn to tell me the story.” Hand the book to your child. 

Have him turn the pages and tell you the story. Add anything that  

he leaves out of the story. Ask the third read question.  

 

Vocabulary 
 

As you describe the scenes in  
the book consider using more 
complex vocabulary such as: 

 

in charge - asked to 
take care of someone 
or something 

grumbles  - grumpy 
mumbling 

protect - to keep safe 

rumbles - low sound 
which sounds far away 

glance - look 

Repeat the Book: Multiple readings boost vocabulary learning. 

Be creative while reading this book! Use your voice to emphasize the different levels of  
action. The words in LARGE, bold print should be spoken louder. When reading what the 
characters are saying, use different voices for each of them. Make the story an exciting  
adventure for you and your child. 

Engage and Enjoy: Using these activities keeps your child’s interest in the story. 

After the first read, ask your child, “Why do you think the sister does not want to read to 
her brother?”   

After the second read, ask, “Why does the little boy make up the tiger?”   

After the third read, ask, “Why is the little boy keeping ‘an eye’ on his sister at the end of 
the story?” 

Ask Questions: After talking about the book, ask questions to promote deeper thinking. 

On the next page, there are some additional activities which you can do with your child.   

Do More: Use other activities to help your child connect vocabulary to their world outside of the story. 

 



Read with your child every  day.
Read with your child every  day.

Ferst Readers has adopted and adapted the READ guide format courtesy of: 

See the 
R.E.A.D. 
video here 

The little boy in this month’s book uses his imagination to make the story he is  
reading more interesting. Drawing and writing are ways for your child to express 
her imagination.  

Writing Center: 
• Fill a shoebox with writing tools and different sizes of paper. 

 -markers 

 -crayons

 -pencils

 -note cards

 -post-its

 -plain white paper  

• Ask your child to think about something your family has done recently (a trip to the store, 
visit to a park, or something watched on TV). Now, ask your child to draw a picture of what 
she remembers of the event.

• After your child finishes, ask her to tell you about what she has drawn. Write down what she 
says on the page. Do not worry if the story is different from the drawing. Using your finger 
to point to the words, read your child’s story aloud. 

• Add this drawing and story to your refrigerator for everyone to see.  

Does your child LOVE using her imagination? 
Check out these books at your local library!

Scan here for  
ferstreaders.org



What does the vaccine do? 

It can help our bodies develop immunity to 
COVID-19. In clinical trials vaccines were more 
than 85 percent effective at preventing severe 
disease. The vaccine won’t alter your body’s 
DNA or make you contagious.

Is the vaccine approved for children and ado-
lescents?

Of the three vaccines currently approved for 
adults, the Pfizer vaccine is the only one autho-
rized for adolescents and teens 12 and older as 
well as adults. 

What are the side effects? 

The most common side effects occur within two 
days of receiving the shots and do not last long. 
They include pain, redness and swelling on your 
arm where you got the shot, and chills, tired-
ness, and headaches. If you have allergies to 
other vaccines or other types of severe allergic 
reactions, check with your doctor before getting 
the shots. 

Coronavirus and Vaccine Facts

Where can I get the vaccine? 

Vaccines are free and readily available at many 
pharmacies, supermarkets, and some discount 
stores. Check websites to see where you might 
go. Local public health departments offer vac-
cines too. Visit their websites or call them for 
more information.

How can I keep my child safe?

Just like adults, kids should wear masks, prac-
tice social distancing, and wash their hands 
often. They should not go to school if they show 
symptoms of potential COVID, such as runny 
nose, sore throat, and fever. They should stay 
home until they have tested negative for COVID.

For more information in 
Columbus, call the health 
department at  
(706) 653-6613.
Information in this article 
does not replace advice 
from your physician.
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